Notes on Public Meeting 9.2.22
Around 100 people attended the meeting at the Village Hall and were thanked for attending by the Parish Council Chair, Phil Turley.
The meeting followed an earlier family session when children, parents and other interested residents heard from Cllr Andy Payne on the plans for refurbishing the playground. The children offered suggestions for developing the playground and copies of the plans were given for them to take away to look at. It is hoped to have a follow up session with them and there will also be consultation with other interested groups such as the school. The Parish Council had sought the advice of a grant funding consultant and hoped to use part of the CIL payments as a contribution to the project. 
The main meeting began with a recap of the playground session for those who had just arrived. It was suggested that more groups in the community could use the facilities, some groups use them  but more could do so for exercise, relaxation, get togethers etc and residents are encouraged to come forward with ideas. The Parish Council would like a new name for the area to indicate a place which the whole community can use, it could celebrate HM the Queen’s Jubilee as the original playground did 20 years ago, so we could call it the Elford Platinum Jubilee Playground and Community Hub – other suggestions welcome!
Cllr Turley explained all about CIL payments, what they are and what they could mean for the village. CIL stands for Community Infrastructure Levy, this is paid by developers to Lichfield District Council who will give a share to the Parish Council to support the development of the area. As Elford has a Neighbourhood Plan the community will receive 25% of the funding. It must be spent on infrastructure, various examples were given. The Parish Council would receive nearly £52,000 from the development at The Shrubbery, paid in three instalments, with around £6000 from the development of the former Social Club land, which had just been approved. The recent survey of residents had indicated the most popular options so far were playground replacement, CCTV, traffic calming signage and improvements to the Sportsfield pavilion. Contributions could be made to more than one village facility and could be added to other grants which may be available. 
The next part of the meeting concerned feedback regarding the development of land off The Shrubbery. Cllr Turley explained that Elan Homes had offered to use a tanker to pump and remove water, and to clear gullies and roads each week. Lichfield’ s Planning Enforcement Officer had met the Chair and Clerk and had made several visits to the site to meet the contractors; concerns about the heights of footings had also been raised with him, as some residents of the Beck would be overlooked at the rear of their properties. Legal and technical discussions were taking place on permanent drainage arrangements. County Cllr Alan White spoke to the meeting about his correspondence with the Regional Director of Elan Homes and announced that the work to install the sewers and drainage would now commence. Elan Homes had been invited to the meeting but had been unable to attend. Various residents expressed their concerns that nothing was yet in place to protect properties in Eddies Lane or The Beck from flooding from the construction site. Cllr White would pass on these concerns when details and photos had been forwarded to him.
Cllr Turley then shared the future vision of the Parish Council and the Sports Clubs for a new community building for the Sportsfield. It was hoped that this would be shared by the Cricket and Football Clubs, with the formation of a joint Sports Club, possibly including other teams and sports.  It would include improved toilets and changing rooms, more storage for equipment, and social facilities for Elford used by more of the community. Residents were asked if they could help to get this idea off the ground, whether they would like to join a working group to plan how to make it happen, to help apply to funding bodies, take part in fundraising and use their skills and knowledge to work with other volunteers.  
Some residents expressed concern that this would increase traffic going to the Sportsfield, and a general discussion regarding traffic problems through Elford and on the A513 then followed. Many of these issues had been raised with Highways, and the Parish Council would continue to do so.
Cllr Turley then explained that plans were being made for celebrations to commemorate HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June.
There being no further questions the meeting then closed.


